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Homework policy 2 

 

 
"Properly designed homework can play a valuable part in a pupil's education. Certainly, 

over a school career, it can add a substantial amount of study time."(HMI) 

 

A properly structured homework policy will help to release more time within the school day, 

improve the learning and knowledge of our children and meet the wishes of the majority of 

parents. 

 

The most important work which children can do at home is to continue to practice and extend 

their reading on a regular basis and with continual monitoring by parents. It is also especially 

valuable for them to find things out at home about things connected with their work in 

school. 

 

We are also aware that some parents feel that this is sufficient extra work for children to 

do after school in addition to the many clubs, hobbies and activities which children are also 

engaged in. For this reason it is important that homework is spread out evenly throughout 

the week and does not become excessive. 
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Key Stage 2 

 

The following homework should be done on a regular basis in all junior classes.  

 

Reading 

 

All children should read for a ideally 10-20 minutes three to five times a week, teachers 

keep a check on the pupil's reading record book and their reading material to ensure that 

this is done. 

 

Spellings 

 

All key stage 2 children should have spellings to take home every week and which should take 

into account their varying abilities. Such spellings could take one of the following forms:- 

 

    (1) Words taken from the essential spelling list. 

    (2) Words containing similar letter strings. 

    (3) Words spelt incorrectly in their own work. 

 

English 

 

Appropriate English homework will be set every Thursday and should be returned to school 

by the following Tuesday. 

 

Mathematics 

 

Appropriate mathematics homework will be set, such as problem solving, number work or 

investigations, every Thursday and should be returned to school by the following Tuesday. 

 

The amount of homework which children should be asked to do will vary according to their 

age but would be, in addition to reading, approximately 30 minutes per week.  

 

An additional task may be set to complete in homework books either linked to a topic, 

project or other class work. 

 

Homework books should be used wherever possible and should create a dialogue between 

home and school and a clear record of work completed.  

 

Parents should be encouraged to sign children’s work before returning to school. 

 

Year 6, at times, may receive additional homework over and above that mentioned. This 

is part of their preparations for high school and to aid attainment in the government 

set Assessment Tests. 
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Key Stage 1 

 

Reading 

 

All key stage 1 pupils should read for a minimum of 10-15 minutes each day, depending on the 

age of the pupil and parents should sign the pupil's reading record book to show that this has 

been done. This booklet is meant to be a means of communication between home and school 

and parents should be asked to put in any relevant comments such as whether the book needs 

to be read again or if specific words are causing difficulty. 

 

Spellings 

 

As soon as it is deemed appropriate key stage 1 pupils should have spellings to take home 

every week and which will, as much as possible, take into account the pupil's spelling ability. 

Either: 

 

    (1) Words taken from the school's essential spelling list. 

    (2) Words containing similar letter strings. 

    (3) Words spelt incorrectly in the pupil's own work. 

 

English 

 

Appropriate English homework will be set every Thursday and should be returned to school  

by the following Tuesday. 

 

Mathematics 

 

Appropriate mathematics homework will be set every Thursday and should be returned to 

school by the following Tuesday. 

 

Key Stage 1 children may have basic computation sheets, number bonds or tasks related to 

class work.  

 

Homework books should be used wherever possible and should create a dialogue between 

home and school and a clear record of work completed.  

Parents should be encouraged to sign children’s work before returning to school. 

 

‘Talk’ Homework 

 

Talk homework should be used as part of our commitment to raising standards in writing 

and should be regular so that parents get used to the routine. The talk homework 

should be clearly written in homework books so that parents and children are clear as 

to the set task.  
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Homework books should be kept in good condition and children should be encouraged to 

keep them neat as they would books in school. Homework tasks can be copied and used 

for handwriting practice. 

 

The emphasis is on how homework helps your child to learn, rather than on whether it takes a 

certain amount of time. 

For example, some pupils will work quicker than others and get more done in less time. The 

rough guidelines for primary school children are: 

 

• Years 1 and 2: one hour per week 

• Years 3 and 4: 1.5 hours per week 

• Years 5 and 6: 30 minutes per day 

 

Your child shouldn’t be expected to spend much longer on homework than the guide times. It 

doesn’t matter if activities don't take as long as the guide times as long as they are useful. 

Schools should organise homework carefully so that children aren't asked to do too much on 

any one day. 

 

Homework activities 

All homework activities should be related to work that pupils are doing at school. However, 

homework should not always be written work. For younger pupils it will largely be: 

• reading with parents or carers 

• informal games to practice mathematical skills 

 

For older children homework activities may include: 

• reading 

• preparing a presentation to the class 

• finding out information 

• making something 

• trying out a simple scientific experiment 

• cooking 

 

It doesn’t matter if activities don't take as long as the guide times as long as they are 

useful. 

   

Helping your child with homework. 

We are happy for you to support and help your child with their homework. However, we also 

want to see what your child can do on their own. As they get older, it is particularly 

important for your child to become more independent in their learning. 

Your child is likely to get more out of an activity if you get involved, as long as you don't take 

over too much. If you're unsure about what your role should be, you should discuss it with 

your child’s class teacher. 
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Doing homework outside of the home 

Your child will have the opportunity to do homework either at school in supervised out of 

school hours clubs. 

    

Feedback on your child’s homework 

We will make sure pupils are given feedback on their homework. It will be given in a way that 

lets your child know: 

• how well they have done; 

• how they could do better. 

 

This may not always happen through written comments from the teacher. Sometimes work 

will be discussed in lessons or teachers may give written comments on just one or two 

aspects of a piece of work. If you're concerned about the feedback given to your child you 

should discuss this with the school. 

 

Reading 

Promoting reading at home is the most important way that you can help their child. Make 

sure your child has regular reading practice and check they understand what they read. Here 

are some more tips on helping your pupil with reading:  

 when you read to your child, make the experience interactive - ask questions about the 

story, the pictures and what they think of the characters; 

 as their reading skills grow, gradually let them turn the tables until they're reading to 

you; 

 use dictionaries together for difficult words - a picture dictionary can make exploring 

language more interesting; 

 enrol your child at the local library so they can try new books regularly; 

 keep an eye out for the themes that catch your child’s imagination at school - and help 

follow it up with more reading; 

 when you come across an unusual or funny-sounding word, help your pupil find out what 

it means and write it on the fridge door with magnetic letters. 

 

As your child gets older encourage them to pick up other books around the house to boost 

familiarity with 'grown-up' language. Suggest a reading list, and encourage your child to write 

down thoughts on the books they have read. 

 

Writing and spelling 

It's easier to get into good handwriting habits early on than to correct poor writing later, 

when the pressure of schoolwork is greater. The same goes for spelling. Help your child to 

see writing and spelling skills not only as fun, but as something important and to be proud of: 

• help younger children by writing words and sentences for them to copy; 

• emphasise the links between drawing and writing, and make sure your child always signs 

finished artwork; 

• encourage your child to be inspired by examples of beautiful handwriting in museums, 

galleries and books; 
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• older children can develop their writing and social skills together by finding pen-

friends through school or clubs, or keeping in touch with friends met on holiday . 

 

Developing maths skills in everyday life 

Successful learning depends on having problem solving skills and thinking logically as well as 

the ability to read and write. 

We have a daily maths lesson, but an easy way to boost their skills and motivation is by 

showing them how useful number skills are in almost everything they do. 

Children can have fun: 

• measuring their height and working out how much they've grown; 

• on car journeys - playing number-plate games, adding and subtracting with road signs, 

thinking about speed by dividing distance by time; 

• at the shops - weighing fruit and vegetables, budgeting with pocket money, working out 

the relative value of products by comparing prices and weight; 

• in the kitchen - with weighing and measuring, and temperature and timings 

• making models and origami shapes. 

 

Working it out,thinking it through 

Make a game out of putting little problems to your pupil and letting them reason things 

through, prompting as little as you can. For example, while cooking ask them to work out 

ingredient amounts if a recipe is doubled. Praise your child for trying, even if they get stuck 

or get things wrong. 

New experiences and discoveries are always stimulating, and they don't have to be expensive 

or elaborate: 

• if you go for a country walk, try collecting leaves of different shapes, looking for 

insects or signs of wild animals, and thinking about why metal goes rusty or lichen 

grows on one side of trees; 

• introduce your child to simple map-reading using a road atlas or map of your area; 

• on holiday, be aware of all the things that are different to home - buildings, accents 

and languages, clothes, food, customs, and so on; 

• find out if there are clubs in your area which will interest your child - try the local 

library or leisure centre for information. 


