
Calculation Progression – Addition              
 

Year 
Group 

Expectation Method Mathematical 
Language 

R Explore and 
represent 
patterns within 
numbers up to 
10; Compare 
quantities up to 
10 in different 
contexts. 

Counting on to add 

 

Counting on, 
more, after, add, 
move forwards, 
first, then, now, 
altogether, total, 
how many more? 

Year 1 Add by 
counting. Add 
by counting 
on. Make 
addition stories. 
Write addition 
equations. 
Make a family 
of addition and 
subtraction 
facts. Add by 
making 10. Add 
by adding ones. 

Adding using number bonds 

 
 
Counting on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digit, number 
sentence, part, 
part, whole, 
number bond, 
number bond 
diagram, plus 
sign, plus, add, 
equals, equals 
sign, addition 
equation, 
addition fact, 
altogether 
 



         

2 
 

Making 10 

 
 
Adding ones 

 
Year 2 Add numbers 

without 
renaming. Add 
numbers with 
renaming. Add 
three numbers. 
Draw models 
for different 
situations. 

2-digit plus 1-digit 

 
Column addition 

 

 

Altogether, ones, 
tens, ___ and 
___ make ___. 
addition 
equation, 
counting on (in 
ones), add the 
ones, add the 
tens, plus, 
number line, 
number bond, 
number bond 
diagram, 
breaking 
up/partitioning a 
number, column, 
column method 
 



         

3 
 

 
Adding with renaming 

 
 
Addition of three numbers 

 
Year 3 Add numbers 

without 
renaming. Add 
numbers with 
renaming. Solve 
word problems 
involving 
addition and 
subtraction. 

3-digit plus 1-digit 

 
 
3-digit plus 2-digit 

 
 

Renaming, 
making 100, 
number bonds, in 
total, estimate, 
approximate, 
approximation, 
hundreds 
 



         

4 
 

3-digit plus 3-digit 

 
 
Adding with renaming 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         

5 
 

Year 4 Add numbers 
without 
renaming. Add 
numbers with 
renaming. Add 
numbers 
mentally. Solve 
word problems 
involving 
addition and 
subtraction. 

Adding within 10,000 

 

 

Thousands, 
rename, 
estimate, 
approximately 
 



         

6 
 

Year 5 Add whole 
numbers with 
more than 4 
digits.  Add 
numbers 
mentally. Use 
rounding to 
check answers. 
Solve word 
problems 
involving 
addition, 
subtraction, 
multiplication 
and division, 
and a 
combination of 
these. 

Adding within 1 000 000 

 

ten thousands, 
hundred 
thousands, place 
value, 
rename/renaming 
 

Year 6 Perform mental 
calculations. 
Use estimation 
to check 
answers to 
calculations. 
Use the order of 
operations. 
Solve problems 
involving 
addition and 
subtraction. 
multiplication 
and division. 

Multi-step problems 

 

 

Understand, 
plan, action, 
check 

 


